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3rd Sunday of Advent
The path to Christmas and beyond! Today’s Gospel speaks of
John the Baptist who dwelt in the desert, immovable, despite
all the demands, challenges and troubles all around him.
John heralded the coming of the one who would make all the
difference: Jesus.
How do we go when we find challenges all around us or more importantly, who do we
turn too? Sure, when the weather is fine, nothing can equal our joy. Yet, storms come in
life and we can become overwhelmed. Sometimes we can even get upset over small
things that don’t go our way. Even preparations for Christmas can seem an endless list
of chores, which leaves little time to pause, to pray and think about what Advent, as a
preparation time, means. Let alone what Christmas really means. We can get so stuck
down that we begin to wonder : how did I get here?
Perhaps we don’t seem at peace, are all over the place, not knowing what we want. One
minute we are light-hearted. The next minute we may be grumpy or a bit judgmental and
the beautiful words of today’s psalm “My soul rejoices in my God” can seem so far away.
John the Baptist tells us that we need to ‘even out’ or straighten out these ways for Jesus’
coming which includes looking at what motivates us and what choices we make.
It can be really tricky steering a straight path when there are too many roads going left
and right or wandering all over the place! None of this is easy and even the saints
struggled. They had hopes dashed, too many jobs to do or were confronted and were let
down; but none of these troubles were the last word. This was true even for John the
Baptist.
So why not think about your motivations and choices. You could ask:
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Who do I turn to when troubles come? Could we ask; do I believe that the Holy
Spirit listens to me too and is closer than my breath?
What do we need to straighten out or even let go of? Is there someone I need to
approach and ask for forgiveness from? Or someone I need to forgive?
What do we need to change, or stop – or even start doing? – could it be just 5
minutes as the day begins thinking about a God who came to be with us and to
be one of us?

So, as you navigate the shops and travel the roads to Christmas and beyond and reexamine your choices and motivations, please remember, God’s grace and love is never
lacking and it will help sort out which path or road to travel on.
Why not pray this week for the gift to see times when God’s grace and mercy shine
through.
Be blest as you go, Deacon Peter

Third Sunday of Advent
Priest:

. . . . . . . we pray.

All: Come Lord Jesus
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – 29 NOVEMBER 2020 (YEAR B)
Proper of the Mass
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11 Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Response: My soul rejoices in my God.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths; all
people shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia!
Gospel: Matthew 17:10-13

Congratulations to Ally Marsh, Jack Moy, Sienna Vassallo, Georgia Connell &
Madeleine Connell who celebrated their reception of First Holy Communion.
May they always know, experience and live our communion with Christ.
Thanks to the parents for their ongoing formation of their children in the faith.

Jubilee Parish Vinnies conferences launched
their annual Christmas Appeal at last weekend’s
Masses. Vinnies are experiencing a heavy
workload in emergency relief requests in our
community and expect demand to increase into 2021 - our conferences will also distribute
scores of Christmas hampers to needy families and individuals in the next week or two. We
again humbly appeal to the enormous generosity of our community to support Vinnies’
‘Good Works’ and encourage parishioners to petition family, friends and neighbours of likeminded charitable spirit to also contribute. Our Vinnies conferences are also actively
recruiting members who can give from just 3-4 hours a month to meet the rising workload
in the distribution of emergency relief to our ‘companions’.
Rosalie Regional President, Richard Robinson: 0434072049
A joyful Sunday to celebrate!
Our Lady of Guadalupe. Our Latin American community
celebrate the feast day of their patroness this Sunday. Our
Lady of Guadalupe is the Patroness of the Latin American
Continent and their community. It is a celebration of faith,
culture, tradition and folklore. The mass will include
special liturgical elements in honour of their Patroness.
The celebration will be at St Finbarr’s Church Ashgrove.
St Lucy (d. ca. 304) Our Italian community will celebrate the
feast of St Lucy this Sunday at St Thomas More Church at Petrie
Terrace. Fr James Spence will preside and the Italian consul will
be present.
St Lucy is thought to have been born in Syracuse, Sicily, of noble
and wealthy parents. Intending to give her fortune to the poor,
she was the victim of attempted rape. When she resisted, she
was denounced as a Christian, arrested, tortured and killed.
She was honoured in Rome in the sixth century as one of the Church’s most illustrious virgin
martyrs.

Monday
Mass (Red Hill) 6:30am
Tuesday
Mass (Newmarket) 9:00am
Wednesday
Mass (Rosalie) 6:30am
Thursday
Mass (Red Hill) 6:30am
Mass (Ashgrove) 9:00am
Friday
Mass (Bardon) 9:00am
Rosary (Rosalie) Midday
Fourth Sunday of Advent
20th December 2020
Saturday Vigil
Mass (Rosalie) 4:30pm
Mass (Ashgrove) 6:00pm
Sunday
Mass (Herston) 7:30am

Mass (Bardon) 8:00am
Mass (Ashgrove) 8:30am
Mass (Newmarket) 9:30am
Mass (Red Hill) 10:00am
Mass (Rosalie) 5:30pm

John of the Cross (1542 — 1591) Feast Day 14 December. John of the Cross was a Spanish Catholic
Carmelite priest and mystic. He is a major figure of the Counter-Reformation in Spain.
Coming from an impoverished family he had a challenging childhood. John became a priest in 1567.
He encountered Theresa of Avila, a charismatic Carmelite nun who encouraged him to join the
Carmelites and work with her in the reform of the order. John was attracted by the strict routine
followed by Theresa. Her followers went barefoot, and were therefore known as the discalced
Carmelites.
Because of his strict implementation of the Carmelite rule he gained the ire of his contemporaries.
So much so that they locked him in a closet for 9 months believing him to be mad. He was able to
escape and found refuge in the convents of the Carmelite sisters sympathetic to Teresa.
The experience of this “dark” period of his life became foundational in his spiritual life. He is one of the giants of the apophatic
tradition in spirituality. It is the way of letting go, the way of “nothingness”. His writing on the dark night of the senses and the
soul is still relevant classic spirituality.
Amid all this he also wrote the classics of Spanish poetry. One line from his numerous pearls is, “The language of God is the
experience God writes in our lives.”
Cleaning Bee:
There will be a cleaning bee at St Joan of Arc, Herston from 7am on Saturday 19 December in preparation for
Christmas. All volunteers are welcome. Please bring your own materials, if possible.

A hearty thank you from Deacon Peter: doctoral studies completed. I would like to thank the many in the
parish who have supported me during my doctoral studies, which after eight years, are now complete.
Whew! What a relief. The topic was workplace spiritual self-care for the stressed and those with PTSD.
Thank you for the kindness and patience from so many in Jubilee – be it editing, listening, encouragement
or prayer – each was a true blessing to me; and putting up my long winded stories of yet another change
or conference attended, kept me going. Thank you for all the support, I graduate at University of Notre
Dame on 16 December. Blessings, Deacon Peter
SONGS OF ADVENT JOY: Thursday 17December 7:30pm Cathedral of St Stephen.
Following the success of ‘Songs of Easter Hope’ series earlier this year, the Cathedral of St Stephen will again be filled with
sound to celebrate the Season of Advent.
Come and explore hymns, prayers and motets rejoicing in the coming of Christ at Christmas, all led by the Cathedral Schola.
Entry is by donation ‘notes for notes’ (with all money raised supporting the Cathedral Music program).
Registration for the three evenings is via the Cathedral website: https://www.cathedralofststephen.org.au/christmas.html
Songs of Advent Joy will be live-streamed for those who are unable to attend in person. These will be accessi-ble via
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
Mass Bookings: It is still ESSENTIAL that you BOOK INTO MASS via our website.
If having difficulty, please contact the parish office on 3324 3985. Staff will book for you.
Walk-ins can use our QR Code. Scan the code using your phone camera. Simply hover over the “code” as you do at other
venues. Fill in your details. Once registered kindly show the Marshal as you enter the church.
Here is a practice code. Once you have scanned and input your details, the code will remember you the next
time you scan.
Please note, Eventbrite is still the preferred method of booking.
Advent Prayer at St Brigid’s
An opportunity for peaceful prayer each Wednesday in preparation for Christmas. Each week we will gather, listen
to the beautiful Advent readings from Isaiah, hear a brief reflection on the Scripture, and spend time in silence and in
prayer.
Time: 5.15-5.40pm
Week 3, 16th December
Reflection:
Seminarian Louie Jiminez
Music:
Emma Fradd
Registration at the door - all welcome
Pope proclaims Year of St Joseph: Pope Francis has declared a Year of St Joseph in honour

of the 150th anniversary of the saint’s proclamation as patron of the Universal Church. The
year will run from December 8 and conclude on December 8, 2021. (Pope Pius IX
proclaimed St Joseph patron of the Universal Church on December 8, 1870)
“Each of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and
hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble,” he wrote. The
Pope’s reflections arose because many people had made hidden sacrifices during the crisis
in order to protect others.
Detail of ‘St Joseph with the Infant Jesus’,
oil on canvas, by Guido Reni (1575-162)

“St Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an
incomparable role in the history of salvation.”

Hanukkah is an eight-day Jewish celebration that commemorates the
rededication during the second century B.C. of the Second Temple in
Jerusalem. According to legend Jews had risen up against their Greek -Syrian
oppressors in the Maccabean Revolt. Hanukkah, which means “de dication” in
Hebrew, begins on the 25th of Kislev on the Hebrew calendar and usually falls
in November or December. This year it began Thursday evening, December 10,
and continues through Friday, December 18. Often called the Festival of Lights, it
is celebrated with the lighting of the menorah.
The events that inspired the Hanukkah holiday took place during a particularly turbulent phase of Jewish history.
Around 200 B.C., Judea—also known as the Land of Israel-came under the control of Antiochus III, the Seleucid

king of Syria, who allowed the Jews who lived there to continue practicing their religion. His son, Antiochus IV
Epiphanes, proved less benevolent. Ancient sources recount that he outlawed the Jewish religion and ordered
the Jews to worship Greek gods. In 168 B.C., his soldiers descended upon Jerusalem, massacring thousands of
people and desecrating the city’s holy Second Temple by erecting an altar to Zeus and sacrificing pigs within its
sacred walls.
Led by the Jewish priest Mattathias and his five sons, a large -scale rebellion broke out against Antiochus and
the Seleucid monarchy. When Mattathias died in 166 B.C., his son Judah, known as Judah Maccabee (“the
Hammer”), took the helm. Within two years the Jews had successfully driven the Syrians out of Jerusalem, relying
largely on guerrilla warfare tactics. Judah called on his followers to cleanse the Second Temple, rebuild its al tar
and light its menorah—the gold candelabrum whose seven branches represented knowledge and creation and
were meant to be kept burning every night .
The observance of International Migrants Day 18 December this year focuses on the
stories of social cohesion, which are as varied and unique as each of the 272 million
migrants living new lives and building new communities in every corner of the globe.
We learn together, create together, work together, sing, dance and play together. We
live together. That is the meaning of International Migrants Day and its message.
The International Organization for Migration salutes migrants and the communities,
which they join and remake through mutual effort.
We salute and support them. We pledge to make the future we believe is arriving for all of us. #WeTogether.

Second Rite of Reconciliation
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’
St Mary Magdalene’s Church, Bardon
Tuesday 22 December, 7pm
Position Vacant – Cleaner/Groundsman: Applications are open for the above position at the Lavalla Centre located in the Jubilee Parish,
Please book via
website under Eventbrite Tab
Paddington. This position is a part-time role, working approximately 30 hours per week.
For additional information, please visit the Archdiocese of Brisbane website: www.brisbanecatholic.org.au
St Ambrose’s Christmas Eve Mass 2020 Nativity Pageant - Calling all Actors, Singers, Musicians, Angels and Shepherds
St Ambrose’s Christmas Eve Mass features a nativity play and we are inviting all members of our parish and school communities to take
part.
It is a simple enactment featuring our children in the roles of Narrator, Joseph, Mary, the Angels and Shepherds while the Christmas
Gospel is read and carols are sung during St Ambrose’s Christmas Eve Mass, on Thursday 24 December.
Mass commences at 7pm and all people with major roles need to arrive by 6.30pm, please. We also ask participants to attend the
rehearsal after Mass on Sunday 20 December from 10:30am.
Children who are unable to attend the rehearsal are still welcome to join in as angels or shepherds on the night.
Costumes: The children wear very simple costumes and we can assist with providing some of the elements for these if required.
Music: We’re very fortunate that Sarina is able to play the organ for us and we welcome any and all other instruments.
Everyone is welcome to join in the choir – the more voices we have the better it will be.
Resources: The Gospel drama and music can be emailed to you in plenty of time for you to practice for the rehearsal.
RSVP: Please let us know as soon as possible if you would like to participate in any way. If you need assistance or have any questions
please contact Lorna at pyele8j@gmail.com or 0407 016 526.

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit,
(all bow)
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and
is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; from there he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
Amen.

Booking for Christmas Masses now available
Chrismas Eve:

Bardon 4:30pm (Carols at 4pm)
Ashgrove 6pm (Carols at 5:30pm)
Rosalie 7pm
Newmarket 7pm
Red Hill 8pm (Carols at 7:30pm)
Ashgrove 9pm (Carols at 8:30pm)
Red Hill 12am (Carols at 11:30pm)

Christmas Day:
Herston 7:30am
Bardon 8:00am
Ashgrove 8:30am
Rosalie 9:00am

To book visit
www.jubileeparish.com

As a parish family we
welcome into the church
Mathilda Collins & Hugo
Roberts who was baptised
this weekend.
WE PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF
ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED;

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE.

