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Having a scrap! This
gospel is a ‘live’ one. It
raises heckles.
Some say, Jesus was
simply
testing
the
Canaanite woman to
see if she seriously
believed Jesus could
heal her daughter. That
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is a very testy image of God.
Others say, Jesus was being rude! Now that is a challenge!
Remember Jesus was a faithful Jew. His formation was in the Torah and the prophets. He
was challenging his people to follow the Law. Jesus did initially perceive his mission was
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. This incident was a significant ‘breaking open’ for
all involved.
The boundaries that are crossed are geographical, cultural, gender and religious. The
encounter is in pagan territory. Canaanites were one of the ancient enemies of Israel.
Remember the Jews kicked the Canaanites out of their land. The mother describes her
daughter’s disability as being ‘tormented by a demon’. Both mother and daughter are no
doubt ostracized by the mistaken suspicion that this was a consequence of sin.
The disciples want to be rid of her. She is annoying.
This woman has intestinal fortitude in spades! In tough times she has developed
resilience. She sees hope and goes for it. She has a sharp mind for the wit for retort. Don’t
mess around with a mother!!
This is a significant turning point for Jesus. He has been rejected by ‘the sheep of his
(native) flock’. Here is faith. Tenacious, bold, yet humble the woman kneels in the dust at
the feet of Jesus. It is a shock, an “ah ha” moment.
I thank God for the people and situations that break me open to appreciating that God’s
ways are an ever-widening horizon. Such occasions are kingdom moments. It in no way
lessens the reality of the divine-human to say that it is always opening to new possibilities.
Are we not continually facing new realities that God is putting before us? God desires
fullness for all creatures and God will see that to fruition. In the process we are continually
having to wake up to God-with-us.
Episcopal Council visitation: Over the last couple of years the Episcopal Council has been
visiting the various deaneries (regions) of the Archdiocese. This week it is happening in
our neck of the woods. Deacon Andrew O’Brien (Director, Office of the Archbishop of
Brisbane) and Mrs Teresa McGrath (Associate Director Parish Leadership) are
interviewing members of the parish from the list provided over the last couple of
newsletters. This will be happening in the parishes of our deanery: Bowen Hills, Buranda,
Cathedral, Dorrington, Dutton Park – West End – South Brisbane, Lutwyche, New Farm
20TH The
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and St John’s Wood
Gap.IN ORDINARY TIME – 16 AUGUST 2020 (YEAR A)
Proper of the Mass
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 Second Reading: Romans 11:13-15; 29-32
Response: O God, let all the nations praise you!
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom,
and healed all who were sick. Alleluia!
Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28

Cathedral, Dorrington, Dutton Park – West End – South Brisbane, Lutwyche, New Farm
and St John’s Wood, The Gap.
Saint Bernard of Clairvaux: Bernard was born in 1090 from a
noble family in Burgundy, France, in the castle of Fontaines
near Dijon. Bernard grew up in a family of five brothers and
one sister. During his early childhood education his parents
sent him to a college at Chatillon (southern suburbs in
France). At a young age they recognised his remarkable piety
and spirit of recollection.
In the year 1112, at the age 20, he left his home to join the
monastic community of Cistercian in Citeaux. During his
formation year his superior had witnessed Bernard’s growth in
his theological studies and spiritual life. Later on he was appointed as in a new
monastery at Clairvaux, together with twelve monks. The monastery later became known
as the Abbey of Clairvaux. He founded numerous monasteries and pastoral works. The
reputation of St Bernard spread far even to Rome. He became involved in the most
important affairs of the Church. He played a key role in drawing up the Rule of the Knights
of Templar and obtaining approval for it at the Council of Troyes in 1128.
Bernard composed treatises on asceticism, polemical works, commentaries on the Bible
and numerous sermons. In his teaching he would always emphasise constantly the
value of love. One of his famous quotes; “The Father is never fully known if He is not
loved perfectly.” Louie
Kennedy Terrace Mass and Community Morning Tea: Those who gather for this eucharist
have wisely decided to continue the suspension of their gathering during the present
pandemic. Because they have various vulnerabilities and the challenges of maintaining
physical distancing, they are not gathering at Kennedy Terrace this Thursday. It is
unfortunate as it is the feast day of St Bernard. St Bernard was strict in his following of
the monastic rule so he would be nodding in agreement in heaven. Future gathering will
be decided by the local community. St Bernard lived in monastic community, so he fully
appreciated its joys and challenges!
Woodlands Mass: This Friday at 10.30am mass will be celebrated with the residents of
Woodlands. They have been in lockdown since the pandemic began. They are looking
forward to celebrating eucharist and anointing of the sick. We remember these
parishioners and continue to journey through this Covid time with them.
School Masses: Good news: class masses are happening again at our parish schools.
Complicated news: the process involves competing rules. Our parish is working under
the government Industry Plan for places of Worship. Schools are working with the
government Health and Safety Plan for schools. The two plans are different and do not
marry well. Schools can have class masses and the social distancing rules are those of
the school plan. If parishioners or student’s parents attend, then all would have to social
distance as per the Industry Plan. Confused?
Solutions: St Joseph’s cannot have parishioners or parents because of the space
available. St Ambrose can have parents and parishioners as they are doing individual
classes over many weeks. St Finbarr’s will be a class by class mass. Sometimes it will be
possible for parents and parishioners to attend, sometimes not. Parents and
parishioners will have to stay tuned to each situation. Being flexible and nimble is what
“Rona” is teaching us.
St Finbarr’s School Mass: Thursday 20th August School Mass Year 5 and prep. Due to
the government Industry Plan for places of Worship as mentioned earlier, this mass will
be students and teachers only.

First Communion: This week Willem Ferguson and Erik van Reede at
Rosalie; celebrate their First Holy Communion. Congratulations to
them and their parents as we welcome them to the Table of the Lord.

Monday
Mass (Red Hill) 6:30am
Tuesday
Mass (Newmarket) 9:00am
Wednesday
Mass (Rosalie) 6:30am
Thursday
Mass (Red Hill) 6:30am
School Mass (Ashgrove)
Friday
Mass (Rosalie) 9:00am
Rosary (Rosalie) Midday
21st Sunday in Ordinary time –
23 August 2020
Saturday Vigil
Mass (Rosalie) 4:30pm
Mass (Ashgrove) 6:00pm
Sunday
Mass (Herston) 7:30am
Mass (Bardon) 8:00am
Mass (Ashgrove) 8:30am
Mass (Newmarket) 9:30am
Mass (Red Hill) 10:00am
Mass (Rosalie) 5:30pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Individual Rite: The first Rite of
Reconciliation is available by
appointment. Please email one of
the priests, or phone the office and
ask for Fr Rony or Fr Gerry. We will
organize a time, place and ensure all
health protocols are followed.

Pastoral Renewal Group: The main discussion was to grapple with the following questions for the Episcopal Council Visitation:



What would you like to see happen in your parish in the next 10-15 years?
The Archbishop has talked about needing to find new ways of doing parish. How might the leadership of your parish
evolve to meet this challenge?
 If you were the Archbishop, what decisions would you make in relation to your parish and how the Deanery is
managed?
Discussion was broad. There was energy for faith that was engaged, involved, participatory, integrated, and relevant. The
vision of parish leadership was for transparency, diversity, collaborative, communicative and creative. Questions were raised
about the present structures and how they could be improved. There was even discussion about who would like to be
Archbishop?

Former convent to become centre for Queensland mums
Published: 10 August 2020

The conversion of the former convent for the Brisbane Sisters of Mercy
into Queensland’s largest centre for mothers suffering from postnatal
depression should be completed by the end of 2022. Source: The Catholic
Leader.
Former head of Mater Hospital Brisbane, Mercy Sister Angela Mary Doyle,
said during a virtual event in Brisbane last month that work was underway
to open the mother and baby unit in November 2022.
“Mater will build a world-class mother and baby unit, and change the future
for thousands of Queensland families,” Sr Angela said.
“Our mothers deserve nothing less.”
Sr Angela said the centre would be the largest in Australia, and open to all mothers in Queensland, not just those who
have given birth at the Mater.
She said postnatal depression was a silent but “tragic” problem in society, and quoting the Mater’s director of Mothers,
Babies and Women’s Health “an epidemic of unrecognised sadness, pain and morbidity”.
“Suicide is the leading cause of death for perinatal, postnatal women,” Sr Angela said.
She shared her joy at the plans to develop the centre on the site of her old convent, which she had called home since
she was a newly-arrived 22-year-old Sister of Mercy.
“Since 1927, hundreds of Sisters of Mercy have lived out their lives in loving devotion to their patients,” Sr Angela said.
“Those who have lived there…are absolutely thrilled that our one time home is to become a loving, welcoming centre
for families in need.”
The project was tipped to cost the Mater Hospital $14 million, but Sr Angela said with support from the community, $11
million had already been raised.

Priest helps save surfer attacked by shark
The remains of Phil Mummert’s surfboard

A Perth priest has told of the moments he and two other men helped save the life of a
man who was attacked by a shark. Source: The Record.
Midland parish assistant priest Fr Liam Ryan was on holidays in Bunker Bay, 260kms
south of Perth. He was surfing with family friend Jess Woolhouse on July 31, when the
great white shark, estimated to be four to five-metres in length, attacked Phil Mummert,
28.
“We knew we had to act quickly and I remember asking God to help us all as much as
possible – and he did,” he said.

The shark threw Mr Mummert off his surfboard, sinking its jaws into his upper leg. Fending off a second
attack, Mr Mummert held his board in the predator’s mouth, punching the shark on its nose with both fists.
With the shark continuing to circle, local surfer Alex Oliver, together with Mr Woolhouse and Fr Ryan put
their lives at risk, paddling straight at the shark so they could push Mr Mummert onto the longboard of Mr
Oliver.
“To be honest when I saw them coming towards me I was thinking ‘what are you doing – save yourself',” Mr
Mummert said. “They really are heroes to come towards someone in that situation. The shark was very
much there as they got to me,” he said. “The risk was very real – I can’t put it into words how grateful I am
to them.”

St Joseph’s appointed in 2020 a STEM
Education Officer, Mrs Byrne, who has been
working with different classes throughout the
year. At the moment she is working with Year
2. The Year 2s combined their engineering
skills and scientific knowledge to build rafts.
Which raft could support the marbles? One
team’s prototype held 92 marbles! The
students have been very engaged and are
loving their STEM learning.
Our Middle Years classes have been studying
significant people and events in Colonial
history and in Religion. In particular, the Penal
Settlement on Moreton Bay and St Mary of the
Cross MacKillop. They have done some
excellent investigating around these topics and
some amazing pencil sketches. The students
have been able to reflect on how they can learn
from the wonderful strength of St Mary of the
Cross.
This week our Year 4 cohort celebrated mass
with Fr Gerry as celebrant. The students, in
Religion, have been learning about the
Sacraments of Penance and Anointing of the
sick. Fr Gerry, in his homily, spoke about the
Sacrament of Penance and how it means
missing the mark, like with an arrow missing
the target. He told us that when we make poor
choices, we forget who we could be;
forgiveness heals the relationship from being
broken and it takes a big heart to forgive. Both
these sacraments help to make us whole.

Each week our Staff Meetings are hosted
by a teacher in their respective classroom.
The host teacher is responsible for leading
us in prayer and sharing with us an
example of their best teaching practice
before we move onto our agenda items.
Last week, our Year 1 teacher, Mrs Wolton
hosted the Staff Meeting and her prayer
concluded with the wonderful poem by the
late Spike Milligan and we all agreed on the
value and power of a simple smile! Mrs
Wolton went on to showcase how she is
using technology in Maths to provide
targeted
differentiated
learning
opportunities for her students. As a staff,
we find these times for sharing of best
practice an invaluable opportunity for
professional learning. One of the agenda
items for the staff meeting was a Learning
Walk Through of the classrooms where we
were looking for evidence of best practice.
Debriefing the Learning Walk Throughs,
Mrs Blaney our Primary Learning Leader
affirmed everyone that classrooms were
student centred and provided rich learning
environments.
Wishing you a wonderful weekend full of
infectious smiles!

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
We adore you, we glorify you,
We give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, Almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

One of our school goals for this year was to
strengthen
our
Catholic
identity
by
recontextualising our namesake, Saint Ambrose.
At the January Professional Development Days,
staff began to unpack our 2020 theme, “Bee the
Change”, which was inspired by the story of Saint
Ambrose. Through an investigative inquiry
approach, staff were able to research how his
actions and words are examples for us today and
how they support our three Brisbane Catholic
Education Strategic Areas – Catholic Identity,
Learning and Teaching, and Sustainability.
We learnt that:
1. He is the patron saint of learners (a
role model for learning and teaching).
2. He is the patron saint of bee-keepers
(a role model for sustainability and
environment)
3. He was generous to the poor and is
famous for his quote, “If you have two
shirts in your closet, one belongs to you
and the other belongs to the man with
no shirt”. (a role model for social
justice and our Catholic Identity)
As a culminating activity, staff worked together
on 3 distinct art pieces to depict our findings.
These were presented as mosaics, which now
stand at the entrance to our school,
strengthening our Catholic Identity.
In 2020 and beyond, St Ambrose’s School will
commit heads, hearts and hands to being the
change with our learning, being the change for
the environment and being the change as
Christian disciples.
Guided by the Spirit of God, we all have the power
to make change and live a life of true happiness.
Year 3 were eager to enjoy the new prayer
space and to learn about the background of the
three new mosaics.

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit,
(all bow)
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; from there he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
Amen.

As a parish family we welcome into the
church Darcey Graham, Theodore
Green, Charlotte Tuffley & Jack Randell
who were baptised this weekend.
We celebrate with the families of
Courtney Gerke & Adam Pantlin, who
celebrated their wedding this weekend.
WE PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF ALL THE
FAITHFUL DEPARTED; MAY THEY REST IN
PEACE.

